A device for easier collection of fetal scalp blood.
Since its introduction in 1961 the analysis of fetal scalp blood has become an indispensable tool in modern intrapartum obstetric management. However, the procedure to obtain a fetal blood sample remains rather cumbersome. A new device - with a light source inside - was developed which allows collection of fetal scalp blood directly into a capillary tube. The instrument can be used single-handed and since no change of instrumentation during this procedure is necessary, blood collection can be performed rapidly. Moreover, the depth of the incision into the fetal scalp is predefined to give maximal safety to the procedure.